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[image: image10.wmf]Spring Cleaning Debris Pick Up
With spring rolling out have you been cleaning? You are in luck! The Town will be holding a debris pick up Wednesday, June 30th, 2010. Have your debris out by the road no later than Tuesday, June 29th, 2010. We try to hold two pick ups per year, one for the household debris and one for white goods. The pickup will include household debris such as televisions, microwaves, sofas, beds, dressers, and scrap wood. NO TIRES, NO YARD WASTE, NO WHITE GOODS, NO HAZARDOUS WASTE OR LIQUID. If you have any questions concerning this service, please contact Town Hall at 329-7081.
[image: image2.wmf]GED Classes 
Did you or someone you know not finish high school? Did you complete high school but wish to brush up on the basics? Then the FREE GED classes held at Town Hall are for you! They start at 6:00 p.m. and last until 9:00 p.m. Classes prepare you for the GED test which is an equivalent to a high school diploma. Students attend until they think they are ready to take the GED test. Come in and see the instructor for more information.         
Garbage Fee Increase
The garbage fees have not increased in over four years. Each year the Town has paid the difference, but due to the current financial constraints, we have to increase the garbage fee by $2.00 for a total fee of 14.00 effective July 1st, 2010.
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Garbage and Recycling 
Inside our Towns corporate limits we offer garbage and recycling services. The fee is included on your monthly water bill. The town provides customers with a garbage cart and a container here at Town Hall for your recyclables. Garbage pick-up is on Monday mornings so it is best to put your cart at the curb on Sunday evenings to ensure it doesn’t get missed by the garbage man. Items that are restricted from household garbage are vehicle oil, pallets, yard waste, hazardous liquids and materials, lead-acid batteries, tires, aluminum cans, oyster shells, beverage containers coming from ABC permitted businesses, and white goods. Recyclable items that may be put in the container at Town Hall are newspapers and all inserts, phonebooks, colored paper, white paper, file folders, cardboard boxes (must be flattened), cereal boxes, #1 and #2 Plastic containers, clear, brown, and green glass, aluminum and steel cans. The landfill on Old Folkstone Rd. in Sneads Ferry is also available for your use. 

WE NEED YOUR FEEDBACK ON RECYCLING
Some citizens have expressed an interest in curbside recycling. This has been offered by Waste Industries to the Town instead of having the container here at Town Hall. The cost for recycling would be $3.00. That would bring the monthly garbage and recycling fee up to $15.50 per month, which is still considerably lower than what citizens in the county pay. Right now the fees we charge for garbage and recycling do not cover what the Town has to pay out for this service. The current fee is $14.00 a month after the initial increase. If we went to curbside recycling we would have to increase the monthly fee to try to off-set some of the cost. Please return the enclosed questionnaire to Town Hall so we can have a general idea of what the citizens would prefer.
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Water/Sewer Payments

We continue to operate a satellite office for ONWASA at Town Hall. Anyone in the county can use this office to make payments or turn service on and off. The only service that cannot be done here is setting up water and sewer taps and having meters set. You will need to go to the main office in Jacksonville to take care of those things. 
Note: Try to avoid the times between 3:00 pm and 3:30 pm since that is the time that we are balancing out the drawer for the day’s collections. We also do not take applications for new water service after 4:45 p.m. If you have any water or sewer questions, you can call Town Hall at 329-7081.
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From the Desk of the Police Chief
I would like to add a word of caution to everyone concerning vehicle security.  During the past year, we have taken quite a few reports concerning vehicles being broken into and items ranging from cell phones to GPS units have been taken.  After reviewing all of the individual larcenies, it was apparent that they all had something in common.  Each and every one of the vehicles were unlocked.  That tells us that whoever is breaking into the vehicles is not likely to break a window to get inside your car.  So protect yourself by not leaving valuables inside your vehicle and locking them when you park them.  Do you know someone who may be breaking the law?  If you want to report someone and not have your name involved, all you have to do is call the Police Department and say that you have an anonymous tip.  You will not be asked for any information about yourself and you can tell us your concerns without identifying yourself.  We will take this information and see what we can do about it.  Our number is 329-4076. 
Planning and Zoning
The Town of Holly Ridge has ordinances preventing the accumulation of junk, debris, and other nuisances from property in the Town limits. We also have a grass ordinance. Anyone receiving a notice of violation is asked to take care of the violation within the time frame given or call Town Hall if you have circumstances you’d like to discuss with the Zoning Officer. If the violation is not taken care of, the Town will correct the problem and the cost will be the responsibility of the property owner. If not paid in the allotted time given, the cost will be forwarded to the Onslow County Tax Office and collected as unpaid taxes.

Anyone Interested in becoming a member of the Holly Ridge Planning Board please contact Lora Marshburn at Town Hall. The vacant position is for someone living inside the corporate limits.
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Animals Within the Town
There have been some issues within the Town limits with animals running at large. We just want to give everyone a quick reminder on the Towns ordinances concerning Animals within Town. Article 13-1, Section 6- Duty of Owner to Control Animals states that all animals within the city/county shall remain under the immediate control of their owner or keeper. For the purpose of this Article, immediate control by owner or keeper shall be construed to mean:
1. Restrained upon the property of the owner or keeper of the animal either by being tied, chained, within the confines of a fence designed to restrain the animal, or an electronically operated fence sufficient to restrain the animal upon the property or in the presence of the owner or keeper. 

2. While being walked or exercised off the premises or property of the owner or keeper, the animal must be restrained by a leash connected to a collar or harness, sufficient to restrain the animal from breaking loose. Cats shall be exempt from this provision Article 136 (a) (2). 

Article 13-1, Section 7 addresses Animals running at large as follows:

(a) For the purpose of this section running at large shall mean: Any animal while roaming, running or self hunting off the property of its owner or keeper and not under the immediate control to its owner or keeper. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for the owner of any animal to permit such animal, weather licensed or un-licensed, to run at large. Any person who, after being notified by any land owner, lessee or officer that his animal is running at large, permits his animal to run at large shall be deemed to have violated the provisions of this article, with the exception of when the owner is engaged with a dog or dogs in the sport of hunting game or training to hunt game outside the incorporated area. Cats shall be exempt from the provision of Section 4-7(b).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Burning Permits

[image: image3.wmf]The Town does issue burning permits at no charge. If you are burning within 100 feet of your residence you do not need a burning permit. You may burn only things that grow naturally on your property. Burning permits are valid for thirty (30) days. When there is a burning ban you, may not burn anything at all even with the permit. A burning ban will cause your burning permit to be invalid and we will give you a call to let you know when the ban is in effect. 
4th of July Celebrations

[image: image7.wmf]The Town will be holding fireworks on the 4th of July which falls on a Sunday this year. There will be games, music, food vendors, inflatable’s for the kids, glow necklaces, and starting at dark, the best fireworks around! So pack the family and friends up and come down to the Town park for a great 4th of July celebration!

There will be police officers directing traffic to designated parking areas. Handicap parking will be available as well.
Heather’s Corner
Here is a list for your convenience on some money saving tips to help conserve water:
*Don’t leave the water running while you brush your teeth

*Fully load the dishwasher and clothes washer before running them

*Repair dripping faucets and leaking toilets. Dripping faucets can waste up to 2,000 gallons of water each year. Leaking toilets can waste as much as 200 gallons PER DAY!

*If you have a swimming pool, use a cover. You will cut the loss of water by evaporation by 90 percent.

Below is a great summer recipe for all your gatherings this year-
FETA BRUSCHETTA 
Prep 10 Minutes Makes 10 Servings
You need:
1 large tomato, seeded and chopped
½ cup traditional crumbled feta cheese
¼ cup chopped kalamata olives

¼ Italian vinaigrette dressing made with extra virgin olive oil

1 tbsp chopped fresh basil

50 buttery crackers

MAKE IT-Combine all ingredients except for crackers, refrigerate for one hour, spoon onto crackers. ENJOY!
New Playground
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The new playground equipment is finally installed and ready for play. We are very excited to have been able to add all the additional equipment with the “Nourish your Community” grant. The Town Park now has a place for children and a section just for “Tots”.  With the new additions to the park, it makes a great place to hold birthday parties and other gatherings. The two pavilions are available for rent. The cost for the Inman Pavilion for in Town residents is $22.50, out of Town residents is $30.00. Both prices are for 3 hours of reserved time. The bathroom pavilion is also available for rent at a lower price. The fee for In-Town residents is $15.00 and out of Town is $20.00 and these fees are for 3 hours of reserved times as well. Additional hours can be reserved if needed. Contact Town Hall if you are interested. 
 Community Building Rentals

                 
The Community Building is available for rent through Town Hall. It is a great place for weddings, receptions, birthday parties, anniversary parties, retirement parties, meetings, and baby showers. You may check the availability of the community building from our Town website which is www.townofhollyridge.com. The link is located on the home page. 
The cost for a whole day is $300.00 plus a $100.00 deposit. The building is available for rent by the hour. That fee is $50.00 per hour plus a deposit equal to the rental fee. When you rent the community building included in the fee are 45 six foot tables and 249 chairs at no additional cost. There is a huge kitchen and serving window. There is also a large stage with dressing rooms for all your theatre needs. The total size of the building is 7,200 sq. feet.
Please contact Town Hall @ 910-329-7081 for more information and the paperwork if you are interested in reserving the community building for your upcoming event.

New Dance Program in Holly Ridge 
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The Town of Holly Ridge is proud to welcome a new dance program into our Community Center located at 404 Sound Rd. in Holly Ridge beside ConAgra Foods. The classes being offered are clogging, children’s ballet, and tap. The offsite classes are part of Dancer’s Dreams Performing Arts Academy Programs. Artistic Director, Amy Pike of N. Topsail Beach will be instructing the classes. Amy is a former Ms. American Clogger and has been Artistic Director of Dancer’s Dreams PAA for 19 years. Holding a degree in Performing Arts, Amy has studied dance styles for 39 years, won numerous dance competitions, and performed around the globe with many of her performing show teams. She is currently the director and performer with the Mountain Dream Cloggers and Dixie Dream Dancers Show Team. 
Amy wishes to bring clogging, a part of our American heritage, to our coastal region. No experience required and all ages are welcome! The “Baby Ballerina’s” program will consist of beginner ballet, tap and creative movement. This is a perfect class for any budding dancer or ballerina! Recital will be planned for the community to enjoy as well! Please contact Amy if there are any questions about the classes. Dancewear can be ordered by Miss Amy if needed. More classes may be offered in Hip Hop Jazz, and Adult Ballet if there is interest. Registration will be taken via email wednc4u@aol.com or by phone at the following number 540-392-9138. The cost is $35.00 a month, due at the first class of each month. Come and join our “dance family” today!!
Become a Fan of the Town on Facebook

The Town of Holly Ridge now has a Facebook page. Be sure to become a fan! We will post upcoming events on the page, as well as any information that we need to get out to the citizens. You as citizens can leave feedback and comments and post your own events and pictures.  This is just an added way for the community to stay in touch with each other.
Parks and Recreation Update
The Parks and Recreation committee is always looking for new members and volunteers to help with events in the Community including 4th of July fireworks, children’s Christmas party, Holly Festival, Easter egg hunts, and yard sales. We are always looking for new, fun, and fresh ideas, so please join us on the 1st Thursday of the month in the Community Building @ 5:30 p.m. 
We have had some interest in starting the Miss Holly pageant again. In order to do this we will need help! Anyone who is interested, please contact Heather at Town Hall to have your name put on a list so that we can try to get a committee together to head the pageant in November. Towards the end of July, we will start accepting applications for the Holly Festival such as food vendors, craft vendors, non-profit organizations, and parade entries. Please keep that in mind and watch the website and Face book for updates and more information.  

Also, we wanted everyone in the Neighborhoods of Holly Ridge, Sages Ridge, Summerhouse, and the Cottages to know that you are in the Town of Holly Ridges’ jurisdiction and can be a member or volunteer. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Dates of Interest

Town Hall closed on the following dates
New Year’s Day

Martin Luther King JR. Day

Easter Monday and Friday

Memorial Day

Independence Day

Labor Day

Thanksgiving Day and the day after

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

Veteran’s Day

Town Council Meetings

Second Tuesday of every month at 7:30 pm
Parks and Recreation Meeting

First Thursday of every month at 5:30 pm

Planning Board

Fourth Tuesday of every month at 6:30 pm

Important Numbers
Town Hall

910-329-7081

Police Department
910-329-4076

Fire Department
910-329-5101

 Emergency

 911 
 Sheriffs Department   910-455-3113  
Onslow Tax Office     910-989-2200

Animal Control
910-455-0182                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
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